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Hardcover 2016
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Written in 1932, this book oﬀers a liberal interpretation of a “living Constitution” and argues for the types of
limits on the United States Constitution being considered today. Thomas:
• interprets the 2nd amendment as a state rather than a federal issue
• examines the question of substantive limits on the content of constitutional amendments
• advances the novel idea that the Bill of Rights was only designed to limit the national government and not
the states
• proclaims the unconstitutionality of the 18th amendment which prohibited alcohol
• questions equal state suﬀrage in the U.S. Senate, the extensive powers of the president, the four-year
presidential election cycle, “the composition and tenure of the Federal Judiciary” and the authority of the
U.S. Supreme Court.
SAMUEL BELL THOMAS [1869-1943] practiced law in New York. He graduated from the University of Texas and
received his law degree from Southwestern University. He lost his bid for Congress as a New York Independence
League candidate in 1910.
DR. JOHN R. VILE (Ph.D., University of Virginia) is a Professor of Political Science and Dean of the University Honors College at Middle Tennessee State
University. He has written and edited six previous books on the constitutional amending process including the award-winning Encyclopedia of Constitutional
Amendments, Proposed Amendments, and Amending Issues: 1789-2010, now in its third edition.
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Selected Titles
Proposed Constitutional Amendments Gathered Together for the First Time

Proposed Amendments to the U.S. Constitution 1787–2001
With Supplement 2001–2010

John R. Vile, Editor
Clark: The Lawbook Exchange, 2003, 2011
4 Vols. xvii, 442; v, 443-1141; v, 1143-1809; xii, 81 pp.
27 amendments to the U.S. Constitution were ratified between 1787 and 1992. At the same
time members of Congress proposed 11,500 amendments; states have filed close to 400
additional petitions for constitutional conventions to propose amendments.

Hardcover 2003, 2011 $495.
ISBN 978-1-58477-225-5
Volume IV.
Supplement 2001-2010
sold separately
Hardcover 2011 $95.
ISBN 978-1-61619-153-5

These four volumes edited and introduced by John R. Vile collect and update compilations of
lists of proposed amendments and convention petitions that have been scattered about in a
variety of governmental reports. They also reprint classic studies by Herman Ames and Michael
Musmanno that analyzed amending proposals introduced during the nation’s early years.
The work includes texts of basic constitutional documents like the Articles of Confederation,
the U.S. Constitution and its amendments, and the Confederate Constitution, as well as a
comprehensive index of all amendments proposed through 2001. The fourth volume comprises
a supplement to the earlier three, and brings the amendments up through 2010.

The “American Blackstone”

The Constitutional History
of the United States

With a New Critical Introduction by Paul Finkelman and David Cobin

In Three Volumes 1765-1895

Blackstone’s Commentaries

Francis Newton Thorpe

With Notes of Reference to the
Constitution and Laws, of the Federal
Government of the United States, and
of the Commonwealth of Virginia.
In Five Volumes

Originally published: Chicago: Callaghan &
Company, 1901
3 Vols. xxi, 595; xix, 685; xvi, 718 pp. One foldout map. Map illustrations throughout

St. George Tucker
Originally published: Philadelphia: William
Young Birch and Abraham Small, 1803
5 Vols. xvi (new introduction), xviii, starpaged 120, [2], 446, [1]; [ix], star-paged 485,
118; [viii], iv, star-paged 520, xiv, 112; [viii],
iv, star-paged 455, 74, [1]; [viii], iii, star-paged
443, vii, 60, [51] pp.

Hardcover 1996, 2011 $450.
ISBN 978-1-886363-15-1
A monumental work of continuing relevance, this reprint edition is prefaced by a new
critical introduction by Paul Finkelman (Albany Law School) and David Cobin (Hamline
University School of Law). Tucker’s Blackstone is a key resource for understanding
how Americans viewed English common law in the years following the adoption
of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. Based on his lectures at the College of
William and Mary, Tucker interprets Blackstone’s often antidemocratic viewpoint in
an American context. A strong proponent of the First Amendment, he elaborates
a theory of free speech that is more expansive than in the English tradition. More
recently, Tucker’s Blackstone has been cited in numerous constitutional cases by the
U.S. Supreme Court relating to “original intent.” Reprint of the rare sole edition.
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Hardcover 2008 $125.
ISBN 978-1-58477-841-7
Useful for its early twentieth-century Northern perspective, Volumes I
and II relate the framing and adoption of the Constitution and the first ten
amendments. Volume III recounts the history of the Civil War amendments.
Reprint of the sole edition.
The account of the formation and adoption of the Constitution and the
early amendments is very complete. The votes in the Constitutional
Convention are carefully recorded, the debates there and in the ratifying
conventions fully summarized, and the sources of each provision noted.
The same method is pursued with all the amendments.
H.L.B., Harvard Law Review 14 (1900-01) 553

Selected Titles
Journal of the Federal Convention
Kept by James Madison

The Debates in The Federal
Convention of 1787 Which
Framed the Constitution of the
United States of America

Special Edition. Edited by E.H. Scott
James Madison

James Madison
Gaillard Hunt and James Brown Scott

Originally published: Chicago: Scott, Foresman
and Co., 1898
805 pp.

Originally published: New York: Oxford University
Press, 1920
xcvii, [1], 731 pp. Three folding facsimile leaves

The MADISON PAPERS
James Madison appreciated the significance
of the Federal Convention and took great
care to compile an accurate report of its
proceedings, which were held behind closed
doors. His journal, which covers the
period from May 14 to September 17,
1787, is often referred to as “The Madison
Papers” or “Madison’s Notes.” It remains the most complete record of the
proceedings. This volume is based on the edition of 1840. Edited from Madison’s
original manuscripts, which were purchased by the Federal government from
Mrs. Madison, it was published under the direction of President Jackson. The
volume also includes the text of another manuscript that traces the history of
American constitutionalism from 1754 to 1787 and E.H. Scott ’s complete “general
and analytical” index.

Part I contains the texts of the antecedents
of the Federal Convention of 1787,
including the Resolution of the General
Assembly of Virginia... to Recommend a
Plan for Regulating Commerce, Proceedings
of Commissioners to Remedy Defects of
the Federal Government... and biographical descriptions of those individuals
involved in the Convention. Part II contains Madison’s notes on the debates of
the Federal Convention, by date, and an appendix containing texts of relevant
documents. Part III includes various related texts, such as the Constitution,
documents proclaiming its ratification by each of the thirteen states, the first ten
amendments and related resolutions. There is an index to Madison’s Notes of
Debates and Appendix thereto.

Hardcover 2003, 2013 $32.95
ISBN 978-1-58477-256-9

The inclusion of the attendant documents makes this volume a valuable source
for the reading of Madison’s notes.

Paperback 2013 $24.95
ISBN 978-1-61619-295-2

Hardcover 1999, 2014 $45.
ISBN 978-1-886363-77-9
Paperback 2014 $32.95
ISBN 978-1-61619-428-4

A Treatise on the Constitutional
Limitations Which Rest Upon the
Legislative Power of the States of
the American Union

A Treatise on the Constitutional
Limitations Which Rest Upon the
Legislative Power of the States of
the American Union

[First Edition]

[First Edition]

Thomas M. Cooley

Thomas M. Cooley

Originally published: Boston: Little, Brown, and
Co., 1868
xlvii, 720 pp.

Originally published: Boston: Little, Brown, and
Co., 1883
lxxxi, 886 pp.

Reprint of a classic treatise by one of the
greatest commentators on the Constitution
examines the construction of state
constitutions and the enactment of laws.
Probably the best- known legal treatise
of its time, it went through six editions by
1890. Its treatment of such subjects as the
protection of property by the “due process”
clause of state constitutions and the protection of individual rights from arbitrary
regulations dominated American constitutional thinking for generations. Reprint
of the first edition.
Referring also to Cooley’s General Principles of Constitutional Law in the United
States (1880), Walker declares that these “...are classics, and he ranks with Story
among the foremost commentators on the Constitution.”

Reprint of the fifth edition, the final authorial
edition. This classic legal commentary on
the Constitution examines the construction
of state constitutions and the enactment
of laws and “ranks with Story among
the foremost commentators on the
Constitution.” Walker, Oxford Companion to Law 288. “The most influential
work ever published on American Constitutional law.” Corwin, Constitutional
Revolution 87. Dictionary of American Biography describes this book as “ ...still an
indispensable companion for everyone interested in constitutional problems...
The volume is characterized by clarity of style and perfection of organization;
though based on precedent and authority, it is by no means lacking in philosophic
grasp or wanting in the presentation of fundamental principles of jurisprudence
and of social order. His presentation of constitutional provisions designed to
protect individual liberty was especially strong and influential.”

Hardcover 1999, 2012 $49.95
ISBN 978-1-886363-92-2

Hardcover 1998 $32.95
ISBN 978-1-886363-53-3

Paperback 2012 $39.95
ISBN 978-1-61619-166-5
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Selected Titles
The Fourteenth Amendment
and the States

Ratification of the Twenty-First
Amendment to the Constitution
of the United States

A Study of the Operation of the Restraint
Clauses of Section One of the Fourteenth
Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States

State Convention Records and Laws
Everett Somerville Brown

Charles Wallace Collins

Originally published: Ann Arbor: University of
Michigan Press, 1938
xi, 718 pp.

Originally published: Boston: Little, Brown, and
Company, 1912
xxi, 220 pp. includes tables and diagrams

Enacted in 1919, the Eighteenth Amendment
instituted prohibition. It was repealed in
1933 with the passage of the Twenty-First
amendment. This book collects all available
state records relating to the amendment’s
ratification by those state conventions. An
invaluable assemblage of source documents
that present an accurate history of the
ratification of the Twenty-First amendment.

Collins examines the origins of the
amendment and the way its scope was
enlarged over time. He argues that it has
failed to protect African-Americans, and
that its application in extra-racial matters
has led to excessive litigation and harmful
restrictions on the states.
This book is interesting throughout; but perhaps the most striking parts
are those in which the author gives the figures as to the number of cases,
their nature, and their geographical distribution.
Harvard Law Review 26:664-665

Hardcover 2003 $29.95
ISBN 978-1-58477-278-1

Hardcover 2004 $24.95
ISBN 978-1-58477-463-1

The Forgotten Ninth Amendment
A Call for Legislative and Judicial Recognition of
Rights under Social Conditions of Today
Introduction by Roscoe Pound
Bennett B. Patterson
Originally published: Indianapolis: The Bobbs Merrill Company, Inc., [1955]
ix, 217 pp.

This provocative essay considers the historical background, meaning and eﬀect of the Ninth Amendment,
Patterson feels the amendment was “forgotten” because no real purpose has been found for it. He argues
that the amendment would become valuable if it was
construed to incorporate the doctrine of natural law,
which he ranks above constitutional rights.
Hardcover 2008 $49.95
ISBN 978-1-58477-820-2

Limitations on the Treaty-Making Power
Under the Constitution
of the United States
Henry St. George Tucker
Originally published: Boston: Little, Brown, and Company,
1915
xxi, 444 pp.

Woman’s Suffrage by
Constitutional Amendment
Henry St. George Tucker
Originally published: New Haven: Yale University Press, 1916
x, 204 pp.

An interpretation of relevant cases and the opinions
of legislators and judges to support Tucker’s argument for strict limitations on treaty-making power.
With table of cases and index.

Tucker argues that a Constitutional amendment
providing for women’s suﬀrage would violate the
division between state and federal powers. According
to Tucker, the right to vote is not a federal issue, but
a local one. Reprint of the 1916 Yale University Storrs
Lectures.

Hardcover 2000 $28.95
ISBN 978-1-58477-015-2

Hardcover 2003 $27.95
ISBN 978-1-58477-342-9

HENRY ST. GEORGE TUCKER [1853-1932], the grandson and namesake of the author of Commentaries on
the Laws of Virginia (1831) Henry St. George Tucker [1780-1848], was a Congressman from Virginia and an
opponent of most social legislation.
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With new introductions by John R. Vile
An Explanation of the Constitution of the United States of America
Prepared for Use in Catholic Schools, Academies, and Colleges

Francis T. Furey
Originally published: New York: The Catholic Publication Society Co., 1889
(iii-xvi new introduction), 156 pp.
With a new introduction by John R. Vile that explains its relevance, this catechism, originally
published in 1889 and written for use in Catholic schools and colleges, explores the United States
Constitution from the viewpoint of Catholic issues. Furey points out the Constitution’s harmony
with Catholic views and its relation to canon law.
It provides a window into the role of Catholic education in the United States, and insight into
more recent increases in the number of Protestant schools and homeschoolers in America.
FRANCIS T. FUREY [1852-?] was a Philadelphia high school teacher, author and translator.

Hardcover 2015 $75.
ISBN 978-1-61619-506-9

A Treatise on
Constitutional
Conventions

Elementary
Catechism on the
Constitution of
the United States

John Alexander
Jameson

Arthur J. Stansbury

Originally published: Chicago:
Callaghan and Company, 1887
XXI (V-XXI new Introduction),
xxix, 684 pp.

Originally published: Boston:
Hilliard, Gray, Little, and Wilkins,
1831
XX (V-XX new Introduction),
[5]-78 pp.

WITH A NEW
INTRODUCTION
BY JOHN R. VILE

WITH A NEW INTRODUCTION
BY JOHN R. VILE

Hardcover 2013. $65.
ISBN 978-1-61619-352-2

Hardcover 2013 $59.95
ISBN 978-1-61619-351-5

This treatise served as a practical guidebook for states seeking to
institute constitutional conventions, and it remains relevant today.
Based on a study on 192 American constitutional conventions,
Jameson analyzes the nature and sources of constitutions and
shows how they are produced.

It is a tribute to Stansbury, and to the document that he
explicated, that so many subsequent scholars have followed the
pedagogical path that he blazed.”
John R. Vile, XIX-XX

JOHN ALEXANDER JAMESON (1824-1890) served as a Judge of the ARTHUR J. STANSBURY [1781-1865], a New York Presbyterian minister,
Superior Court of Chicago from 1865-1883 and was one of the often preached on political topics and was known for the patriotic
founders of the American Academy of Political and Social Science. fervor to his addresses.
An abolitionist, he was a founder of the Republican Party.

For our complete lists of works on United States Constitutional Law (100 titles) with full descriptions, please see our website.
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About Us

Founded in 1983, The Lawbook Exchange began publishing reprints of legal classics in 1991, and introduced
original titles in 2003. We currently serve thousands of individuals and institutions worldwide.
Although we have been publishing new original titles since 2003, we have issued them under the same imprint
as our reprint editions: LAWBOOK EXCHANGE, LTD.
In 2013 we divided our publication division into two units.
Our imprint, TALBOT PUBLISHING, presents new monographs of current scholarship in law and legal
history.
LAWBOOK EXCHANGE REPRINTS is a series of more than 1,000 classic texts, many with new introductions,
indexes and other new material by leading scholars. This series also includes recent monographs for which we
have obtained copyright, thus they are not available elsewhere. Most of those are included here. Our reprints
feature unabridged, carefully reproduced texts, acid-free paper and attractive, high-quality bindings.

For our latest catalogues and our complete list of 1,230 titles by subject, please visit our website

www.lawbookexchange.com

33 Terminal Avenue, Clark, NJ 07066-1321
Telephone: (732) 382-1800 or (800) 422-6686
Fax: (732) 382-1887
E-mail: law@lawbookexchange.com
www.lawbookexchange.com
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